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~ Faith ~ 

• True love review: True love – agape love – is not based on a feeling or 

emotion, but is our action to God and others out of moral compelling. This 

means that we’ll treat God and our fellow man/woman appropriately despite 

how we feel. 

• What drives us to be obedient to God and our Christ (savior)? We certainly 

wouldn’t go through the trouble of being self-controlled and benevolent in our 

treatment of others unless we really believed it was absolutely necessary.  

What generates this belief – confidence – faith? 

• Faith/confidence: the assurance of things unseen (Hebrews 10:39 & 11:1) 

• Faith defined – Webster: belief in something for which there’s no proof. 

• Faith defined – Greek New Testament: moral conviction; assurance. 

• Faith comes from ‘hearing’ the Gospel (Romans 10:17). 

• We learn God’s Word to become ‘wise unto salvation’ (2Timothy 3:13-17). 

• Little or no faith can lead to deception (1Timothy 4:1; 2Timothy 2:18; 

Matthew 24:10-13). 

• Want to avoid deception? Learn God’s words and ways (i.e. Colossians 2:6-8). 

• Faith and good doctrine are related (1Timothy 4:6-7 & Titus 1:10-14). 

• Discipleship and mentoring lead to a firm foundation in faith to avoid the 

types of seeds/plants in the ‘sower’ parable (Matthew 13:3-8 & 18-23). 

• Knowledge and confidence aren’t enough! Faith MUST lead to action (i.e. 

James 1:22-24 & James 2:17-20). 

• Partner with a church or small group of Jesus’ followers and become a 

disciple to grow in faith.  Start now while you can! 

 

 

NOTES 
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` 

~ Faith ~ 

I was seated next to a young woman during a return trip from Vancouver, BC, 

in 1998. She had with her a kit containing a variety of wooden tuning forks and 

crystals. Her belief was that the articles could heal someone through frequency 

vibration. I asked her why she believed this, and her response was, “I don’t know 

– I just do because it sounds right.” She became irritable when I pressed her for 

any kind of evidence or testimony that would help support her belief. We talked 

about God, and even after sharing personal testimonies and fulfilled prophecies, 

she remained unwilling to accept the concept of Him or of His Son as Savior. This 

was despite those things that offered assurance and lent credibility to what we 

discussed. I asked, “Why are you willing to believe in something that sounds 

good and has no support, and unwilling to believe in God and His Son despite the 

support and testimonies?” That pretty much ended the conversation. 

 

We’ve learned that true love is treating God appropriately and our fellow man 

charitably even when we don’t feel like it. But what would drive us to do this? 

Why obey Jesus’ commandments to do this . . . unless we’re truly confident that 

God and Jesus exist and that we need to do these things out of our belief. And 

where does that confidence that results in actionable, agape love come from? 

 

It’s important to understand what faith is and where it comes from. The writer 

of the New Testament letter to Hebrew believers said it’s the assurance of things 

hoped for. 

[Hebrews 10:39 & 11:1] 
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You’ll learn that faith is the belief in what we can’t see. But that faith has to 

be based on truth – there must be a reason for believing in the things we can’t see. 

Otherwise we could believe in anything that sounds good. After all, why 

shouldn’t I believe fairies exist by believing hard enough? I could easily say I 

have faith in those things if I incorrectly believe that faith is a  “feeling” that 

something is true, or I believe in a thing just because it sounds attractive as with 

the woman with the tuning forks. 

 

Faith assured through knowing the gospel keeps us believing in the right 

things for the right reasons. Without faith built on truth, we may easily choose the 

wrong direction when faced with adversity. So how do Webster’s dictionary and 

the Bible define faith? According to Webster, faith is firm belief in something for 

which there is no proof; complete trust; something that is believed especially with 

strong conviction. This is what normally comes to mind when people think of 

having faith in something (or someone) like God. 

 

You’ll find that the original Greek word used for faith in the context of our 

lesson is pistis. Strong’s Concordance labels this as G4102 and defines it as: 

persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the 

truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for 

salvation; abstract constancy in such profession; by extension the system of 

religious (Gospel) truth itself: - assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.  

 

Now, consider the following verse I referred to a moment ago: “Now faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” —Hebrews 

11:1. Does that mean we should just blindly believe in something we can’t see? 

No! Where do the assurance and conviction the writer spoke of come from? They 

come from hearing the gospel, which is the good news of what God accomplished 

through Jesus Christ for humankind:  

[Romans 10:17] 
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That “word” – and God’s message in general – provides testimony that lends 

credibility to what we believe by showing us the results of fulfilled prophecy and 

answered prayer. Without obtaining that assurance, there can be no real faith. 

Should God expect us to believe in something without any kind of testimony – 

eyewitness accounts, corroborating history, or confirmed miracles? We have to 

know what we believe and why; this comes from learning. 

 

Paul, in a letter to Timothy, another apostle, confirms this by explaining that 

we learn the Scriptures to become wise unto salvation through faith.  We read this 

in 2Timothy 3:14-17 where we also are reminded that and all Scripture is inspired 

by God.  

[2Timothy 3:13-17] 

 

Although we won’t debate a “once saved, always saved” eternal salvation 

doctrine, you should know there’s a distinct risk in having little or no faith.  

• A lack of faith from having no exposure to the gospel opens the door for 

deception. 

• A lack of faith and subsequent deception allows wicked doctrine based on 

man’s wisdom to take root and keep some from the faith. 

 

We learn from Scripture that there will be great deceit and a falling away from 

the faith in the last days. If faith comes from hearing the Gospel, then the more we 

hear or learn, the stronger our faith and the less likely we’ll be to fall away from 

the fellowship of believers or be deceived. Conversely, less hearing means less 

faith and more possibility of deceit. Paul wrote to Timothy that some would fall 

away from the faith later.  

[1Timothy 4:1] 
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Paul also told Timothy that “. . . who have gone astray from the truth saying that 

the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some.” —2 

Timothy 2:18.  [2Timothy 2:18] 

 

And Jesus said this regarding the end of days,    

[Matthew 24:10-13] 

 

So what can we do to avoid the risk of deception and a derailing of our faith? 

We can learn God’s wisdom as we’ve already discussed. This will keep us from 

being spoiled by man’s wisdom as Paul taught the Colossian body of believers (cf. 

Colossians 2:6-8).   

[Colossians 2:6-8] 

 

Paul also taught that faith and good doctrine are related (cf. 1Timothy 4:6-7) 

and that we must be of sound faith to ‘avoid fables’ (cf. Titus 1:10-14). 

[1Timothy 4:6-7 

Titus 1:10-14] 

 

A good example of this can be found in a good friend of mine who called me 

one day to say, “Dude – my faith has been shaken!  You have to help!” You see, 

he had watched a YouTube video: part of the Peter Joseph’s Zeitgeist project 

titled, “The Greatest Story Ever Sold” – based on “The Christ Conspiracy – the 

greatest story ever sold” by A. Acharya. 

 

In the video, Peter Joseph reiterates atheistic rhetoric that neither Jesus nor 

His disciples existed and that the Bible stories are all fables. My friend freaked 

out because the video ‘made sense’ to him and he hadn’t established a solid 

biblical foundation yet. I published a rebuttal to the video and helped my friend 

by taking him through personal discipleship. 
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Mentoring or discipleship is necessary for the purpose of increasing faith. Do 

you know that most people who receive the Gospel will leave the Church within a 

matter of weeks if no one comes along side of them?  

 

Without encouragement, teaching, and guidance in growing spiritually, we 

can become like the types of seed and plant Jesus talked about when describing 

those who received the Gospel and then fall away because of a lack of 

understanding, lack of foundation, and an abundance of worry.   

[Matthew 13:3-8 & 18-23] 

 

We’ve learned that faith is belief/confidence and that we gain that confidence 

through exposure to the Scripture, fellowship, and so forth. That confidence gives 

us a reason for believing what we believe – a defense, if you will. But what’s next? 

Is knowledge and resulting confidence enough? No! 

 

Salvation is a gift offered for free to everyone who’ll believe and follow Jesus 

out of that belief. Nothing we can do on its own will earn that salvation from 

God’s wrath to come. However, our faith must result in works as an outcome. It’s 

a matter of intent – why are we doing the deeds?  

 

We’ll have a separate lesson on salvation, but suffice to say, faith must lead to 

action. Consider this example of using information to act: you’ve been given 

special knowledge that your neighbor, whom you really don’t like very much, will 

be struck down by the beer truck while crossing the street at precisely 3:00 PM. 

This will happen unless someone pulls her out of the way just in time – neither 

before nor after. The knowledge of her impending demise does no one any good 

unless you act upon it and save her at the appointed time. 
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James had a few things to say about how we should behave as Jesus’ 

followers; fruitful faith as we’ve discussed is an important one!   

[James 1:22-24] – be doers, not just hearers! 

[James 2:17-20] – faith without works is dead! 

 

In summary, faith is the confidence of what we can’t see. We gain that 

assurance, and therefore faith, by learning the truth through God’s Word, His 

Spirit, and related experiences. Build your faith by continually learning that 

truth. Otherwise, you may not be adequately prepared when faced with 

difficult choices or equipped to righteousness – right living – with Jesus as the 

prize at the end. Increase your faith by reading God’s Word daily and through 

regular fellowship with other likeminded believers to avoid being deceived.  

Summary 
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But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith 

to the preserving of the soul. —Hebrews 10:39. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

—Hebrews 11:1. 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. —Romans 10:17. 

But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 

convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from 

childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the 

wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture 

is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 

every good work. —2Timothy 3:13-17. 

 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, 

paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons —1Timothy 4:1. 

men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already 

taken place, and they upset the faith of some. —2Timothy 2:18. 

At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 

Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. Because lawlessness is 

increased, most people's love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, 

he will be saved. —Matthew 24:10-13. 

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been 

firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as 

you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. See to it that no one takes you 

captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 

according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

—Colossians 2:6-8. 
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In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ 

Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine 

which you have been following. But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit 

only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of 

godliness —1Timothy 4:6-7. 

For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of 

the circumcision, who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, 

teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. One of 

themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 

gluttons.” This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they 

may be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and 

commandments of men who turn away from the truth. —Titus 1:10-14. 

And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went 

out to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came 

and ate them up. Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; 

and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the 

sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered 

away. Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 

And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, and some thirty.” —Matthew 13:3-8. 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been 

sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. The one 

on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only 

temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he falls away. And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, 

this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. And the one on 

whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and 

understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, and some thirty.” —Matthew 13:18-23. 
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But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 

themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 

who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and 

gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. —James 

1:22-24. 

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well 

say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and 

I will show you my faith by my works.” You believe that God is one. You do well; 

the demons also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish 

fellow, that faith without works is useless? —James 2:17-20. 
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