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~ Freedom ~ 

We celebrate this upcoming Independence Day by rejoicing in our freedom and 

remembering the sacrifice of so many! As Jesus said, there’s no greater love than 

giving our lives if necessary for one another (John 15:12-13). This is exactly 

what Jesus did to free us from the bonds of sin – rebellion against God and the 

resulting judgment – through choice (Romans 5:6-9). 

 

What does freedom mean the context of our Christ and His death for us? The 

Hebrew text (Isaiah 61:1) quoted by Jesus (Luke 16:4-21) gives a glimpse: “To 

proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners . . .” 

 

The Hebrew word for freedom in this case means ‘opening’ and ‘jail delivery’ 

(figuratively salvation from sin according to Strong’s Concordance). We are set 

free from slavery (Galatians 5:1) to sin (John 8:32-36 and 1Peter 2:16). 

 

In our discussion and in your reading, you’ll encounter the word ‘law’. What 

laws? Here are at the two you’ll be faced with: 

1.  The ‘Law of Moses’ necessary to teach the people of Israel how to honor 

God and treat their fellow man. We learn that one of two of Jesus’ 

commandments sums up this ‘law’: Galatians 5:13-14. That ‘law’ also 

served to show that it’s impossible to meet every single piece and work your 

way into salvation (Romans 3:19-25 and 5:19-21). This idea of the Law and 

its conviction of sin and inability to save from God’s wrath are confirmed by 

Paul (Romans 8:1-4). 

 

2. So, if the Law of Moses can’t set us free by obedience to it, what will? 

Obedience to the perfect law written on our hearts by the Spirit of God, given 

to all who believe and follow Jesus. (James 1:21-25). 

 

True freedom summed up: it’s the freedom to choose the alternative to sin and 

its death sentence. That alternative is eternal life and righteousness that comes 

from doing what we ought, not what we want through guidance of the Spirit. It’s 

this freedom that enables us to deal effectively with temptation as a result. 

 

Remember those who gave their lives for your freedom: your fellow human and 

your Christ. Honor; believe; follow.  

NOTES 
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 ~ Freedom ~ 

We celebrate this upcoming Independence Day by rejoicing in our freedom and 

remembering the sacrifice of so many! How many of you have lost someone, or 

know someone who has lost a friend or family member, as they served our 

country? 

 

As Jesus said, there’s no greater love than giving our lives if necessary for one 

another [John 15:12-13].  

 

This is exactly what Jesus did to free us from the bonds of sin – rebellion against 

God and the resulting judgment – through choice [Romans 5:6-9]. 

 

What does freedom mean the context of our Christ and His death for us? The 

Hebrew text later quoted by Jesus gives a glimpse: “To proclaim liberty to 

captives and freedom to prisoners . . .” 

 

[Isaiah 61:1] 

 

[Luke 16:4-21] 

 

 

OK – so we’ve been set free. By what? We’ve been set free by the death and 

resurrection of our Christ. This sacrifice fulfilled prophecy and God’s promise to 

send a savior. 

 

For what purpose? We understand that our Christ fulfilled an ancient prophecy to 

set us ‘free’. But free from what? Slavery. But what kind of slavery - bondage? 

Bondage to sin, primarily. 

 

The sin – rebellion against God and His ways – introduced by mankind separate 

us from God and brought on physical death and the allure of satisfying the flesh. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Why we celebrate 

Independence Day 

 

 

No greater gift . . . 

 

What Jesus gift of life 

gave us 

 

Feedom defined 

 

OT prophecy – Jesus 

 

Jesus quoting 

 

Set free by Jesus’ 

sacrifice  

 

Set free to give the 

choice of life in 

reconciliation  
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[Galatians 5:1] 

 

[John 8:32-36] 

 

[1Peter 2:16] 

 

 

Alright – back to our discussion on ‘freedom’ now that we know we’re free to 

make a choice between good and evil, righteousness and sin, God and flesh. In 

our discussion and in your reading, you’ll encounter the word ‘law’. What laws? 

Let’s look at the two you’ll be faced with: 

 

First, let’s look at the ‘Law of Moses’ that was necessary to teach the people of 

Israel how to honor God and treat their fellow man appropriately. In the 

reference below, we learn that one commandment sums up this ‘law’: 

 [Galatians 5:13-14]  

 

This law not only served to teach Israel how to behave, it also served to show 

that it’s impossible to meet every single piece and work your way into 

salvation. There is absolutely nothing you can do to earn your way into 

heaven. And, there’s no way to honor the entire law perfectly. There’s just no 

way. 

 

[Romans 3:19-25 and 5:19-21] 

 

 

This idea of the Law and its conviction of sin and inability to save from 

God’s wrath are confirmed by Paul.  

 

[Romans 8:1-4] 

 

 

 

 

Set free 

 

Slaves to sin 

 

Slavery to God instead 

 

Two laws 

 

 

Law of Moses 

 

 

 

The ‘Law’ taught 

behavior and futility 

 

 

 

 

 

The Law’s conviction 

and inability to save 

confirmed 
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So, if the Law of Moses can’t set us free by obedience to it, what will? 

Obedience to the perfect law written on our hearts by the Spirit of God, given to 

all who believe and follow Jesus.  

 

[James 1:21-25] 

 

 

We can sum up true freedom and its source in this way: it’s the freedom to 

choose the alternative to sin and its death sentence. That alternative is eternal life 

and righteousness that comes from doing what we ought, not what we want 

through guidance of the Spirit. 

 

It’s this freedom to choose that gives us the ability to have a renewed mind/heart 

and do the right things for the right reasons. It’s this freedom that enables us to 

deal effectively with temptation as a result. 

 

Remember those who gave their lives for your freedom. Your fellow human. 

Your Christ. Honor; believe; follow. 

  

 

What can set us free?  

 

Obedience to the 

perfect law written on 

our hearts. 

 

Summary: Freedom to 

choose what we ought 

 

 

This freedom also 

helps us resist 

temptation 
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“This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love 

has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” —John 15:12-13. 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 

hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to 

die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 

the wrath of God through Him. —Romans 5:6-9. 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good 

news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to 

captives And freedom to prisoners —Isaiah 61:1. 

And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered 

the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. And the book of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, “THE 

SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE 

GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE 

CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO 

ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” And He 

closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” —Luke 4:16-21. 

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject 

again to a yoke of slavery. —Galatians 5:1. 

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then 

you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” . . . “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” —John 8:32-36. 

Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves 

of God. —1Peter 2:16. 
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For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity 

for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, 

in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” —Galatians 

5:13-14. 

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that 

every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; because by the 

works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the 

knowledge of sin. But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, 

being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which 

is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. 

This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over 

the sins previously committed —Romans 3:19-25. 

as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the 

obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. The Law came in so that the 

transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as 

sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. —Romans 5:19-21. 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the 

Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 

requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. —Romans 8:1-4. 

Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive 

the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of the word, 

and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 

doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at 

himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one 

who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 

forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.—James 1:21-

25. 
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